


Day 1 
“When Your Heart is Stirred” 

 
Everyone whose heart stirred him and everyone whose spirit moved him came and brought the 
LORD’S contribution for the work of the tent of meeting and for all its service and for the holy 
garments. (Exodus 35:21) 
 
 
 
In this passage, God had called His people to prepare a tabernacle so that He could meet with 
them and so that they could worship Him, hear from Him, seek His forgiveness, and bring Him 
sacrifices and offerings. In this one verse, we find almost all the foundational principles for 
biblical stewardship. 
 
First, giving begins with God and His mission. 
 
Second, we don’t give what is “ours.” We recognize that everything is His, and when He asks, 
we give the “Lord’s contribution.” 
 
Third, giving is a matter of the heart. Our giving should not be for show or done under 
compulsion or in response to manipulation. 
 
Fourth, what we give is a personal matter. Those who were stirred gave, and they gave 
according to what they had, not what they didn’t have. God is not looking for equal giving, but 
equal sacrifice.  
 
 
PRAY: As you pray today, ask God to speak to you specifically in these four areas. When God’s 
people give as He directs, His glory and provision is powerfully revealed.  
 



Day 2 
“More Than Enough” 

 
 
(The workers) said to Moses, “The people are bringing more than enough for doing the work 
the Lord commanded to be done. Then Moses gave an order and they send this word 
throughout the camp: “No man or woman is to make anything else as an offering for the 
sanctuary.” And so the people were restrained from bringing more, because what they already 
had was more than enough to do all the work. (Exodus 36:5-7) 
 
 
What an incredible story! The Israelites were so responsive to God’s call to give to the 
tabernacle that Moses had to tell them to stop bringing their resources because they had 
more than enough! When God’s people hear clearly from Him and give with a whole heart, 
and unprecedented spirit of generosity is always the result. We begin to really experience God 
as the One who gives “exceedingly, abundantly beyond what we could ask or think.”  
 
 
 
PRAY: Would you pray today that God would unleash a spirit of generosity in our church so 
that every need is exceedingly supplied? 
 
 
 



Day 3 
“True Worship Recognizes the One Who is Worthy of Worship” 

 
Revelation 4:1 – 11 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.  (Revelation 4:8b) 
 
 
There once was a village which had a grand group of actors. The actors decided to put on a play. They worked 
hard getting the theater cleaned up and in working order. They build and painted the set, adjusted the lights, 
made sure the sound system was balanced. They even hired several people to serve as prompters…in case any 
of the actors forgot their lines. Opening day finally arrived. With a glorious fanfare, all of the actors gathered 
in the theater. Then something strange happened. They locked the doors – no audience had been invited. 
Even more strangely, the actors sat in the theater seats as the prompters acted out the play. Afterward, the 
actors applauded and showered the prompters with compliments about the wonderful performance. 
 
Now, you’re probably thinking, that’s just not right. The actors aren’t meant to be the audience nor can a few 
prompters take the place of the entire cast of actors. 
 
Yet, that’s exactly what happens many times when God’s people gather to worship. God’s people, who are the 
actors, make the mistake of thinking that they are the audience (wrong!) – that the ministers, choir, soloists, 
and accompanists are the actors (wrong again!) who “act our worship” for them…and God is left outside, 
uninvited. 
 
The truth is this: God is the audience. God’s people are the actors who lift up worship as they are prompted 
by the worship leaders on stage. For true worship to happen, we must seek to recognize that God (who is the 
audience) is all-mighty, all-powerful, all-knowing, and all-present. In verse 11 of our scripture reading today, 
the twenty-four elders say, “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for You 
created all things, and by Your will they were created and have their being.” God is above all, He created all, 
and all things continue to exist only because He sustains them. He is worthy of worship. 
 
 
 
PRAY: Praise God for who He is. Try to use as many words as possible to praise the awesome, powerful, and 
majestic Lord God Almighty. 



Day 4 
“True Worship is Not About a Traditional or Contemporary Preference” 

 
 

John 4:21 – 24 
God is Spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and truth. (John 4:24) 
 
 
Have you ever been in a situation that you just totally misunderstood what was going on? For 
example: A young man was driving on a long trip when he decided to make a quick stop for a 
hamburger and keep driving. Because he didn’t want to spill anything on his nice shirt, he 
turned his old jacket around and put it on backwards. As luck would have it, he became 
distracted, wrecked, and was thrown from the car. A passerby saw the wreck and ran to help. 
In just a few minutes a policeman pulled up and went over to the two men. “Is he okay?” 
asked the officer. The passerby said, “Well, when I first got here. He was talking up a storm. 
But he hasn’t said a word since I turned his head around right.” 
 
In our scripture reading today, the Samaritan woman totally misunderstood the situation. She 
wrongly tried to rely on her nation’s customs to determine where and how she should 
worship. Jesus set the matter straight. True worship isn’t a matter of location or style or 
personal opinion. The “kind of worshipers the Father seeks” are those who “worship the 
Father in spirit and truth.” We really show that we misunderstood what’s going on when we 
have the opinion, “I only like _____________ worship (fill in the blank with contemporary or 
traditional.) Really, it’s not about what we prefer to hear. It’s all about what God wants to hear 
from our hearts. 
 
 
PRAY: As you pray today, ask God to reveal to you how he sees you as a worshiper. Ask the 
Holy Spirit to guide you to become a worshiper who worships in “spirit and truth.” 



Day 5 
“Where is My Mission Field?” 

 
Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. (Mark 16:15) 
 
I’m left to ponder: Where is my mission field? Does it lie across oceans? In other countries? Other states? Does 
it count if I send my money to help with hurricane relief in Texas or Florida? Or visit the prisoners at the Loxley 
facility…or pass out bread and canned goods to the folks who show up at First Hope on Monday and Thursday 
mornings without enough money to buy gas? 
 
I remain in awe of so many in our church who take the words of Christ to heart and strike out annually to aid 
in mission projects nation-and world-wide. Brazil. Africa. Victoria, Canada. The Amazon. The list goes on. 
 
I’m proud of friends and co-workers who undertake these trips with magnificent attitudes, ready to give of 
themselves. I gladly contribute toward their efforts, pray for them, and rejoice upon their return in hearing the 
uplifting stories of lives changed, decisions made, the kingdom grown. 
 
From childhood, Lottie and Annie were familiar names in my vocabulary. I watched as my precious mother 
spent a lifetime giving of her time, energy, and abilities to the WMU. Later I willingly taught GA’s – even RA’s- 
and Vacation Bible School, always pursuing the goal of filling young minds with exciting mission opportunities 
here and abroad. 
 
As I consider my role in this capital campaign, I realize my mission field doesn’t require a passport or shots. 
Going into all the world requires only that I look closely at the Eastern Shore of Mobile Bay and see that 
countless young families are moving into the Fairhope area in record numbers. It requires that I let the 
following act sink in. It is possible – probable, even-that the children of those young families have a very 
narrow opportunity, outside the local church, to hear the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 
My mission field has narrowed and expanded at the same time. It has narrowed to the immediate needs of 
children and families right here within a few miles radius of our church: people we can meet, touch and 
disciple: needs that we – God’s hands in this place, at this time-can meet today; human beings placed directly 
in our path, as close as the new family down the street. 
 
My mission field has expanded too. I see that all the world that Jesus directed us in the book of Mark begins at 
the doors of our church and reaches to the farthest stretches of the globe. 
 
 
PRAY: Lord, open our eyes to our mission fields. Show us where they begin. Impress upon our hearts the 
specific ways You want to use each of us to increase Your kingdom. 



Day 6 
“Closed Doors” 

 
Go therefore to the main highways, and as many as you find there, invite to the wedding feast. 
(Matthew 22:9) 
 
 
Recently a lifelong friend and his wife were visiting from a neighboring state. We sat in rockers on the porch, 
soaking in one of the last, cool spring evenings and dreading the long, hot summer ahead. The conversation 
turned to church activities. I knew my friend attended a Baptist church and I asked whether their church 
offered both traditional and contemporary worship services, or perhaps a blended service. 
 
They glanced at each other and he replied, “Neither.” 
 
He had my attention. I asked, “How do you reach younger families? We found that so many young people 
prefer contemporary music, but most of our older members love the old hymns. It’s a challenge for the music 
pastor.” 
 
The matter-of-fact tone of his next statement shocked me. “We don’t have any young families. The entire 
membership is made up of people from about fifty-five or sixty up.” 
 
Intrigued, I pressed on. “How does your church plan to keep going without younger families?” I had known 
these people for years’ both were active, involved Christians. 
 
“We don’t. When our generation dies out, we figure the doors will close.” 
 
In sermons, we hear about churches that have closed their doors. We read about them in newspapers and 
online, hear the subject discussed in public forums. But I had never heard someone say the words as if they 
were a foregone conclusion. The doors will close. 
 
So many questions ran through my mind. What about the members who are there now? Have they tried to 
bring in young families? What about Jesus’ command to spread the word, to make disciples? 
 
I had to ask, “Isn’t anyone doing something now to try and stop this from happening?” 
 
“We tried for a while but nothing really changed. Finally, I guess we just accepted the inevitable.” 
 
 
 
PRAY: Lord, keep each of us from ever being okay with closing our doors. Give us hearts open to new families, 
young people, teens, children, babies. Remind us that we may be the only opportunity for that child, or that 
young adult, to hear about your love and forgiveness. Help us to keep the doors open…always. 



Day 7 

“Measuring” 

“…I pray that you, being rooted and firmly established in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the length and width, height and depth of God’s love, and know the Messiah’s love that surpasses 
knowledge, so you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17b – 19) 

Paul reminds the Gentiles that they are part of the Kingdom of God, because of the grace and love of Christ for 
all. And, who can measure this love? 

I’m the type of person that has a strong desire to know the size of things. I am curious about square footage, 
height, weight, length…all sorts of measurement. But in this case, the love of God is immeasurable. This kind 
of reminds me of whether or not you have ever thought about the size of our country. Our founders were all 
God-fearing folks, being sure to speak with Him regarding His will for this bold new approach to government. 
They modeled the constitution and the Bill of Rights on the very principles of the Scriptures. They did not 
seem to say no, we are good enough, or big enough, or rich enough, or blessed enough. They pursued the will 
of God, and we have experienced the richness of His blessings and love ever since. 

It’s kind of like that with our church here at Fairhope First. We have been richly blessed by the love of God and 
the pursuit of the will of God by the founders here in this town. Do you suppose they dreamed tiny or big? Did 
they say we are large enough, so we don’t need to expand any further? Did they have a closed mind set or did 
they envision a larger scope for the Kingdom? 

 

PRAY: Dear Father in Heaven, we know that nothing can contain You, or the love You have for us. We are in 
awe of the vastness of the universe and the richness of Your mercy and blessing right here in Fairhope, AL. 
Thank You Lord that You are such a BIG GOD. Help us to open our horizons, to expand our footprint for the 
sake of those who we might reach for You. And, that we might be remembered as faithful to Your call to bring 
others to Your Kingdom. 

 

ACTION: Consider the impact that Christ has had in your life. Did He stop short with His measurements? Or, 
did He pile blessing upon blessing too numerous and rich to imagine? Ask Him to reveal how your support in 
spirit, prayer and finances could impact the lives of people you don’t even know. 



Day 8 
“Power Washed” 

 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. (Psalm 51:10) 
 
 
Cleaning is defined as the process of getting rid of dirt, impurities or extraneous matter. This includes moral 
corruption or sinister connections of any kind. 
 
I am not a clean freak in the obsessive kind of way. I vacuum, dust, mop, wash, wipe, etc. But in all my efforts 
are often in vain, because somehow, dirt, grime, impurities often seem to reappear in my home. In fact, 
sometimes even with hours of all that effort and energy! 
 
We call upon the Holy Spirit to be our special assistant in clearing out negative attitudes regarding generosity, 
forgiveness, prejudices and attitudes. Unless we actually guard our hearts and minds with God’s Word and 
wisdom, and apply the tools He wants to provide us with, our house cleaning of our minds can be all for 
naught. 
 
We really need a right spirit that is permanent; one that reveals to us at all times the areas where we are 
tempted to stray into the mud, or one that totally power washed us if we don’t pay attention. 
 
 
PRAY: Dear Lord, I confess that I often have unclean, impure thoughts regarding being open to all that You 
would want me to be or do. I do not always reflect the generous Spirit that You have poured out on me. Please 
wash me clean with your life-changing  blood and prompt me with Your Spirit when I wander off the path of 
truth and grace. Amen. 
 
ACTION: Have you had negative or ungenerous thoughts regarding the new plans for ministry in our church? 
Ask God to power wash your heart and mind so that you can shine for Christ. Being part of a movement that 
can create so many more saints for Him is a powerful and uplifting experience. He can and will renew a right 
spirit within you, if you ask! 



Day 9 

“GONE FISHIN” 

 

 “Follow me”, He told them, “and I will make you fishers of men!” (Matthew 4:19) 

 

Are you a very skilled fisherman? I am terrible. I have tried both fresh and salt water fishing, and I think I must 
send a bad vibration down on my line. I never catch anything edible! I’m afraid if I had to depend on fish for 
my food, I would probably starve to death! 

In this instance however, we know that these men were seasoned professionals!  We also know that as Christ 
approached them and spoke to them, he was referring to the capturing of the hearts and minds of people. 
When we accept Christ into our lives, it is because we took the bait. We were hooked so to speak, because of 
the words and/or actions of someone who deliberately witnessed to us and introduced us to the love, joy and 
peace that are part of a life with Him. 

Some of us were fortunate to be part of a long line of believers, and the opportunity to know of this incredible 
gift was a natural event. Others, like myself, came to know the Lord because of individuals who prayed and 
worked tirelessly for my salvation, in Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, prayer groups, and numerous 
other means. 

We here at Fairhope First are in a great fishing location. We are part of a growing community, and we stand on 
the pier, poised to cast our lines into the sea of lost souls. Our church family has been blessed to be a part of a 
wonderful plan, laid out before us many years ago. How will you respond to the next part of this fishing 
invitation? 

 

PRAY:  As I seek your face Lord, help me to know that You are in the midst of this next phase for your church. 
Lead me to understand what You would have me to contribute, in time, energy and finances. I want to be a 
part of an eternal celebration with those who respond to the call. 

 

ACTION ITEM:  As you think about what bait you might place on your hook, pray that Christ, the ultimate 
angler of souls will reveal to you that special word that will serve to attract others to Him through you. Then, 
reel them into the family! 



Day 10 
“Doing Good”  

 
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up.” (Galatians 6:9) 
 
 
Overwhelmed. Fearful. Exhausted. Tired. Weary. Christians and non-Christians could use any one of these 
adjectives to describe how they are feeling now or how they have felt in the past. At some point, we’ve all 
been on an emotional rollercoaster. I have felt this way and we live in a time where so many conveniences are 
available to help us organize, energize and multi-task. I can’t imagine how the early disciples must have felt. 
Walking hundreds of miles to their destination, eluding persecution, ministering to the needs of other…a car 
and Iphone sure would have helped.  
 
According to Galatians 6:9, we are instructed to not grow (action) weary of doing good, for in due season we 
will reap a harvest, if we do not give up. I am encouraged by the example set forth by the disciples. The life-
changing gospel was spread throughout their journeys. Indeed, the harvest was abundant! Imagine the 
harvest if they would have lived in a time like now with the resources like social media and technology. 
However, God equipped them with exactly what they needed to carry the gospel to the world. In Matthew 
10:1-42, we read about their mission, trials, and the reward for doing the Lord’s work. These men were 
appointed to carry out the gospel but in their humanity we can identify with their struggle of the constant 
expectations placed on them. Just like us, I am sure weariness was always ready to attack. 
 
We are commanded to first love God and then love his people. We are living in a time that our community and 
its needs are growing at an accelerated rate. The world views those needs as burdens, but for the believer 
those needs represent an opportunity to “do good.” Just like the disciples, God has positioned us at this time 
with the appropriate portion of resources to meet these needs. We (the church) must not grow weary in doing 
good within our community. “Doing good” requires faith, resources and sacrifice. Our responsibilities should 
remind us to live in expectation of the harvest to follow. While the world may view our harvest in membership 
numbers, the true harvest will be the increase in the number of disciples equipped to enter the mission field 
for doing good. 
 
 
 
PRAY: Lord, increase our faith and resources to give abundantly to meet the ministry needs of our community 
and this world. Place within us ideas and the means to “do good” so You will be glorified. Give us strength and 
encouragement when the spirit of weariness is knocking. Keep our eyes focused on the harvest season. Thank 
God always for His grace and the opportunities He affords us to further His Kingdom. 



Day 11 
“Divine Jealousy” 

 
 “Do not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.” 
   (Exodus 34:14)  
 
 
If someone were to ask me the names of God I most identify with – refuge, provider, deliverer would be at the 
top of my list. But lately I have come to understand what the Bible means when it says God is jealous. 
Honestly, I skipped over any Bible verses that referenced God as jealous because I didn’t understand its 
meaning. To me, jealousy equals undesirable. Recently, I overheard a conversation between my daughter and 
her friends. I listened how she described her day in detail to them. Later, when I asked about her day, she 
responded with those three dreadful words every parent despises…”It was fine.” I was overwhelmed with 
jealousy. Jealousy of the intimacy that friendship affords. Suddenly I had an “ah-ha” moment! That must be 
how God feels when we have Him on the periphery of our lives. Jealousy for me took on a whole new 
meaning. 
 
I began to rethink God’s nature of divine jealousy and how it could be applied to life. I began asking “What if 
believers lived in such a way that non-believers were jealous over the way we used our time?” Time spent 
worshipping and praising the Kind versus watching mindless TV or surfing the internet for hours. Time devoted 
to talking with Jesus for more than 10 minutes and giving Him the “wish list” for our lives. God would be 
glorified. 
 
“What if believers truly believed that all their possessions and finances were God’s?” The retail industry would 
need to revamp their marketing strategies, hoarding would decline and sermons on tithing would be 
unnecessary. Our value wouldn’t be found in excess or materialism. A non-believer would be jealous because 
they would recognize our freedom from the bondage of “stuff.” God would be glorified. 
 
“What if the believer’s life matched their purpose?” Our purpose wouldn’t be disguised with busy schedules 
and unnecessary appointments. Instead it would be demonstrated in our relationship with Him and faithful 
service. A non-believer would be jealous because life would be live with intention, not an “all about me” 
mentality. God would be glorified. 
 
Let’s glorify the Lord and make the world jealous! 
 
 
 
PRAY: Thank you Lord for being a jealous God and giving us an eternal future. Guard our heart from 
selfishness and open our eyes to ways in which we can live for your Glory. Create in us a desire to spend time 
with you and yours so that we humbly walk in obedience. I pray that You would pour out Your Spirit upon us 
so that we never stray from what You have called us to be and do. I Jesu’s name I pray. 



Day 12 
“Fall is Here” 

 
“For this is my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, so you will be my disciples.”  
(John 15:8) 
 
Don’t you just love Fall? The crisp weather, picnics by the bay, football, smells of cinnamon, homemade soups 
and pumpkins galore are all signs of Fall. This time of the year baking pumpkin nut bread is a favorite activity 
of mine, using fresh pecans from my yard. Sitting by the fire on a cold morning with coffee, a slice of delicious 
bread and devotional book make my heart happy. The ingredients have a purpose. The baking powder helps it 
rise, the oil keeps it moist, the sugar makes it sweet and the spices give it flavor. All of the ingredients work 
together to create a yummy bread. That is how it is with the church. “So we are one body in Christ and 
individual members of one another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us 
use them.” (Romans 12:5-6) 
 
I have a fun pumpkin activity that explains salvation to children. It teaches them that God has a purpose for us. 
Before a pumpkin can be used for cooking, you must scoop out the “yucky stuff” – the pulp and seeds. The 
yucky stuff is like sin – anger, selfishness, disobedience, etc. Once the pumpkin has been cleaned, it is ready 
for cooking or adding a candle to shine. “Let your light shine before men that they may see your good works 
and praise your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 
 
Where to plant is an important question to ask before planting. My dad had a green thumb. I would often seek 
his advice and wisdom when it came to gardening. Recently, trying to remember what he taught me, I planted 
flowers. I thought I did everything right to be successful – fertilized and watered. The plants appeared healthy 
and green but to no avail the season ended with no pretty flowers. When I dug them up, the roots were 
strong. I asked the expert at the local nursery and we concluded that I planted them in the wrong place. The 
huge pecan tree was providing too much shade and not enough sun to be beautiful as God intended it to be. It 
was a lesson in life that I can do all the right things but if I do not have daily doses of the SON and God’s word 
in my life I will not be fruitful. 
 
Just as location is important, one must also consider when to plant. I learned pumpkins are very frost 
sensitive. It is important to wait until the days average 70 degrees and the last chance of frost has passed, 
usually late May or early June. If you plant late June, large pumpkins will not be ready to harvest by late 
October and may be damaged by frost. Timing is everything! We have a limited time to share God’s love on 
the Eastern Shore and the world. We must reap before this season passes. We are called to bear fruit “for 
such a time as this.” Happy Fall ya’ll and happy planting! 
 
PRAY: Father God, thank you for your cleansing prayer. Change us so our lives will be fruitful. Reveal to us our 
spiritual gifts so we can use them to glorify You. As we begin this building campaign and new phase in our 
church, help us to sow seeds of faith and trust you for the harvest. Father, guide us in the direction you will 
have us to go so we will be a shining light for You!  
 
ACITIVITY: Pumpkins give us delicious food and when lit shine in the darkness. Discuss with family members 
what you can give God to make a difference in the life of His church and surrounding community. Enjoy some 
pumpkin muffins with your family and as you bless it, ask Him to bless our church through you. Light a fragrant 
Fall candle as a reminder to shine for Him.  



Day 13 
“House of Prayer” 

 
He (Jesus) said to them, “The Scriptures declare, my Temple will be called a house of prayer…” 
(Matthew 21:13a – NLT) 
 
 
Prayer is one of the most powerful resources that God invites us to use. The only prayer never answered is the 
one not asked (James 4:2). In fact, the Lord makes Himself available even in the midst of a midnight crisis 
(Luke 11:5ff). However, it is important to have an appropriate prayer for the appropriate occasion. 
 
I heard about two men running from a charging bull. Their situation looked hopeless. One turned to the other 
and shouted for him to pray a prayer. In desperation, the man prayed the only prayer he knew: “Lord, for that 
which we are about to receive we are truly grateful.” A prayer of gratitude is seldom out of place, but, here, a 
more appropriate prayer may be to ask for God’s help. 
 
In Exodus 17:7ff, Moses prayed for the army of Israel as they fought the Amalekites. These Arab nomads were 
better equipped and better trained than Israel’s ragtag army of ex-slaves. What looked like a catastrophe in 
the making was turned into a victory because Moses and his prayer partners (Aaron and Heir) lifted up Moses’ 
hand in prayer. When the aged leader’s arms grew tired, his two helpers came alongside to give added 
strength to a fatigued prayer warrior. It was a momentum shifter. The Amalekite come back was met with 
Israel’s stand firm. Prayer partners are essential when facing battles that might overwhelm us. Also, they are 
needed to stay the course until the victory is won. 
 
Our church is facing a great opportunity in the “For Such a Time as This” campaign. This renovation and 
building project will provide the kind of facility that will not only be secure, but also have a favorable 
atmosphere for biblical teaching. 
 
However, essential to this new building will be that it is a “house of prayer.” You couples with children face so 
many battles to raise their children and hold their families together. They need prayer warriors lifting hand in 
prayer on their behalf. Such prayers have to be steadfast if victory is to overcome a determined army. Our 
renovated building should be known more for prayer meetings than committee meetings. 
 
 
PRAY: Lord, may our church be a place of prayer warriors who pray for young families to overcome the attacks 
of the evil one. 



Day 14 
“Investing in the Future” 

 
When he (Barnabas) arrived and saw this evidence of God’s blessing, he was filled with joy and 
encouraged the believers to stay true to the Lord. (Acts 11:23 – NLT) 
 
 
The future has so much possibility. It is a place where opportunity abounds. What makes the future so exciting 
are the things done in the present time. That god would allow us to help shape future generations is an 
awesome responsibility. In fact, investments in the future mean being faithful in the present. 
 
Charlie Brown was asked by Lucy where to sit on the sea cruise. “Do you sit in the back where you focus on 
where you have been or sit in the front to focus on where you are going?’ Charlie Brown’s answer was that he 
could not yet get his chair unfolded. 
 
Barnabas was a biblical character who did not have Charlie Brown’s problem. He unfolded is gift of 
encouragement in present situations to make a decided impact to future opportunities. He was a biblical game 
changer. 
 
When the young church was in financial need, it was Barnabas who sold a piece of property in real estate rich 
Cyprus and laid the proceeds at the apostles’ feet (Acts 4:36-37). When Paul tried to join the Jerusalem 
church, it was Barnabas who stood with him and believed in the future of the world’s greatest missionary 
(Acts 9:26-27). It was Barnabas who saw the grace of God at work in the Antioch church and encouraged it to 
become the most exciting church in the book of Acts (Acts 11:19-26). The Barnabas example recognized 
present situations and acts in faith to influence future generations. 
 
Our church is standing at the threshold of something that is greatly needed, has been talked about and 
planned for years. We have been blessed with the problem of a growing children’s department. It is wonderful 
to see families coming to our church bringing little ones from a few months old up. We have the opportunity 
to provide them not only a place with enough room to accommodate, but the finest safety that can be 
provided. We, the members of FBC, have the awesome privilege of blessing not only the next generation, but 
generations to come. 
 
The choice at this point is between following the example of the biblical character, Barnabas, or the cartoon 
character, Charlie Brown. For such a time as this, may God give us more Barnabas and less Charlie Brown. 
 
 
PRAY:  Lord, give our church the wisdom to know your will and the strength and courage to act on it. 



Day 15 

“If I Were the Devil” 

Revelation 3:15 – 20 

 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my 
mouth. (Revelation 3:16) 

 

In 1964, American commentator Paul Harvey wrote a newspaper column entitled If I Were the Devil.  
Fifty-three years later, the words of Mr. Harvey read like bone-chilling prophecy.  Here is a sample: 

If I was the devil . . .  

 . . . to the young I would whisper, “The Bible is a myth.” 

. . . I’d evict God from the courthouse, then from the schoolhouse, then from the Houses of 
Congress. 

. . . I’d make the symbol of Easter an egg; the symbol of Christmas a bottle. 

. . . I’d take from those who have and give to those who wanted until I had killed the incentive of the 
ambitious; then, I would separate families. 

Paul Harvey recognized the early signs and symptoms of a sick society.  Five decades later, our society 
is chronically ill.  The disease continues to metastasize.  We Christians have the cure, yet we are 
reluctant to prescribe the Great Physician to our dying family, friends, and neighbors. 

The Bible warns, “Satan, our enemy, prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.”  
Call me crazy, but I think Satan’s work in America is done.  If I were the Devil, I kick back and prop my 
feet up.  He can prowl around elsewhere. 

It is ironic, but spreading the powerful name of Jesus could prevent the disease in America from 
spreading.  Yet we prefer to be silent.  Nik Ripken, expert on the persecuted church, notes that the 
gospel is valued and shared more where Christians must sacrifice to practice their faith.   

When he speaks in our country, he is often asked, “Will persecution ever come to America?”  His 
response is poignant.  Why would Satan want to wake America up when he has already shut us up? 

 

 

PRAY:  O Lord, thaw our frozen hearts and warm us with the passion you have for your people. 

ACTION ITEM:  Lukewarm won’t save Fairhope and beyond.   



Day 16 

“Be still” 

Exodus 14:13-22 

“ The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.” (Exodus 14:14) 

 

Imagine you are one of the two million happy Israelites that just left Egypt. 

It is noisy and dusty.  Noisy because two million people are chattering about the events of last night, 
how Yahweh passed over thousands of your children and spared their lives.  Even your livestock, flocks, 
and herds that trot beside you escaped harm. Word in the crowd is that the Egyptian children and 
animals did not fare so well. 

It is dusty because Yahweh wants to travel into the wilderness to avoid the Philistines—at least that’s 
you heard from Moses.  You wonder how in the world two million people can stay together and walk as 
a group, but then you look up and see the pillar of cloud and walk toward it as Moses instructed.  Moses 
is your hero.  You would follow him anywhere because Yahweh favors him.   

It is nighttime now, and the pillar of cloud is now a pillar of fire, lighting your way.  Amazing.  The 
pillar of fire even gives off a warm breeze keeping you comfortable in the cool desert air. 

After a few days of travel, you notice that the crowd seems to be moving in a different direction. The 
people seem confused, upset.  What is Moses doing?  Some in the back of you swear they see the dust 
from chariots in the distance.  Then word begins to spread.  Pharaoh must have changed his mind—
again!  He is coming after you! 

Out of nowhere, a strong east wind begins to blow.  It is the middle of the night, yet the crowd starts 
moving again. . . towards the sea!   This is madness.  Chatter coming from the crowd ahead of you 
seems to be increasing.  What is so exciting?  Then, you see it.  Moses up on a rock stretching out his 
staff.  The pillar of fire moves right over your head.  For the first time since you left Egypt, it is going to 
the back of the line. 

As it passes above you, the light shines on the beach, only it is not a beach.  You realize that you are in 
the middle of the sea!  The water stacks up like a wall on either side, yet your feet aren’t even wet. 

Pharaoh is still coming.  You hurry.  You worry.  You wonder why you left Egypt without weapons.  
Would Yahweh bring us out in the wilderness to die?  There are screams now behind you, but they 
aren’t Hebrew.  The dawn reveals why.  The Egyptians are no more. 

 

PRAY: O Lord, still our hearts to allow us to see that you are in control. 

ACTION ITEM: Be still.  Wait for the Lord.  He will guide our direction and fight our battles. 



Day 17 

“The Family Legacy” 

 

Ephesians 4:14 -21 

 For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on 
earth derives its name. (Ephesians 4:14) 

Jim was born in Melbourne, Florida, in 1943. 

During World War II, many Navy pilots and sailors trained at the base in Melbourne.  Jim’s dad was one of them.  
He and his wife Clara welcomed Jim into the family with all the excitement that arrives with the firstborn. 

Jim’s dad was exactly what you would expect from a Naval officer of that generation—intelligent, disciplined, and 
buttoned-up.  Jim was not.  Like many Baby Boomers in the 1960’s, he rebelled against his father’s influence and 
drifted away. 

The more Jim’s dad reached out, the more distance Jim put between them. 

As a result, Jim’s dad poured himself into his work and by the time Jim was in high school, he had risen to the 
rank of Rear Admiral.  He commanded a carrier fleet in the Pacific and played a critical role in the Vietnam War.  
Jim protested U.S. involvement. 

Though he wanted nothing to do with him, Jim inherited the sharp intellect of his father.  He used that quick wit 
to excel at improvisational drama.  He amassed his own volume of literature.  But nothing captured his restless 
spirit like poetry.    

Jim’s poetry reflected the new culture he embraced.  Rebellious.  Anti-establishment.  Cynical.  Jim’s father never 
understood the poetry or Jim for that matter.  By 1967, the two had not spoken in over a year.  That same year, 
the #1 song in America featured Jim’s poetry—an occurrence that became the rule rather than the exception over 
the next few years. 

On July 3, 1971, Jim’s dad was the keynote speaker as his old aircraft carrier—the Bon Homme Richard—was 
decommissioned in Washington, D.C.  Later that day, his son was found dead in a bathtub in Paris, France.  His 
name was Jim Morrison—lead singer for The Doors.  He was twenty-seven. 

You will pass on a legacy of the relationship between you and your heavenly Father.  How do you want it to be 
remembered? 

PRAY:  Father, how privileged we are to be a part of your family!  As your sons and daughters, we want nothing 
more than to make you proud.   

ACTION ITEM:  Part of every generation’s legacy is how we influence and impact the next one.  May we be 
found faithful in passing on the wide, long, high and deep love of Christ.   



Day 18 
 

 “Sometimes God Just Wants Us To Say Yes” 
 
For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases 
him. (Philippians 2:13, NLT) 
 
For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven. 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1, NLT) 
 
We don’t always know where life is taking us.  In fact, we rarely do! Our mission is to keep following 
the footsteps of Christ.  And sometimes that means saying yes, even when we don’t want to. 
 
Exactly 4 years ago, my family and I were given an invitation out of the blue.  We were asked to 
attend a weeklong family retreat in Colorado.  This invitation, although sweet and thoughtful, came 
from a family that we hardly knew, at least in comparison to our other friends.  Not only were we 
asked to join them, but we were also asked to accompany 5 other families that we barely knew.  
Our first reaction was what you might expect…”No, we can’t do that!”  In the words of our children, 
“that would just be weird!”  Middle of July? Eleven months away? Time off work? Mandatory 
summer practices? That’s just too much. So we quickly told Jeremy and Tiffany, thanks, but no 
thanks! 
 
But God kept speaking to me. Like he does so many times, the Holy Spirit kept prompting my 
heart and, as a result, I couldn’t get the opportunity out of my mind.   I kept feeling, and almost 
hearing THIS IS SOMETHING WE SHOULD DO! After bringing it up for family discussion several 
more times, I finally got the OK to call Jeremy and Tiffany and ask if the invitation was still open. 
 
Thanks be to God, we got to spend an incredible week at Sonrise Mountain Ranch. Oh, what a 
week it was! We formed special and lasting relationships not only with the other families, but with 
the directors, Matt and Chantal McGee.  We also grew closer as a family and to our Creator. Since 
that time, we have taken 12 other Fairhope families back to Sonrise Mountain Ranch (with others 
in the works) and Matt and Chantal have even brought their ministry to First Baptist Fairhope. 
Jeremy and Tiffany have become some of our dearest friends and are now active members of 
First Baptist Fairhope. Hallelujah! 
 
 
PRAY: Oh Lord, I know most of the time I do things wrong.  I’m sure I say yes when I should say 
no and vice versa.  Please forgive me and thank you for never giving up on me.  Thank you for 
encouraging me when I need it the most.  Wanting to seek Your will ALWAYS, please direct me 
in areas that I need to say yes. Please Lord, don’t let me miss a single thing that I can do for You 
and Your Kingdom. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Is God asking you to do something that makes no sense on the surface?  Maybe 
it’s giving money away you think you need, or starting a new career.  Maybe it’s opening your 
home or heart to someone in need or joining a small group.  Know that our Father is trustworthy 
regardless of the appearance or circumstance.  We need only to trust Him and follow.  In other 
words, have faith and be willing to say yes.  After that, leave the details to God and get ready for 
GREAT THINGS!  



Day 19 
“Believe Beyond Your Expectations” 

 
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 
John 6:5-13 (NIV) 
 
When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where 
shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked this only to test him, for he already had 
in mind what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Eight months wages would not buy 
enough bread for each one to have a bite!” Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far 
will they go among so many?” Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of 
grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. Jesus then took the 
loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did 
the same with the fish. When they all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the 
pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” So, they gathered them and filled twelve 
baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 
 
 
The response of Phillip and Andrew is typical of how many of us would have responded. Andrew looked at the 
number of people to be fed, at the need to be met, and was overwhelmed. He then quickly compared this 
great need with the available food and concluded that nothing could be done about the problem. For Phillip, it 
was about calculations – he said: “Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a 
bite!” 
 
Phillip and Andrew didn’t realize the one who was asking about the circumstances was the one who can make 
all things possible, the one who can covert nothing into something – Glory to God! 
 
Jesus fed 5,000 people because of one little boy’s generous heart – that little boy received back from his 
generosity more than he could carry home. He received 12 baskets full of loaves and fishes. It was the return 
given by a loving heavenly Father to a boy who that had shown himself generous. I am sure if asked again, that 
little boy would give up those 12 baskets to help some more people. 
 
 
PRAY: Our Gracious Heavenly Father, thank you for your love for us and the many blessings given to our 
church. Please teach us faith that is strong and straight as we make personal decisions for the future growth of 
our Church in our Community. Fill us with a Generous Heart like the little boy’s and the conviction our Church 
will prosper in winning others to our Kingdom. Give us strength to exceed our expectations by believing all 
things are possible because of You.  
 
ACTION: Pray daily for a successful Capital Campaign and a Vision which sees our Church grow beyond our 
Expectations. Be enthusiastic about working together to make a Christian difference in our Church and 
Community. Pray for God’s strength to give us courage to step out and trust Him with our future. 



Day 20 
“Equal Sacrifice” 

 
Mark 12:41 -44 
“Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; for they all put in out 
of their surplus, but se, out of her poverty, put in all she owned.” (Mark 12:43) 
 
 
After a long morning of teaching in the temple courtyard, Jesus took a break with his disciples. Sitting right 
across from the treasury, their gazes drifted over to observing many people who were making their offerings. 
 
Never one to miss a teachable moment, Jesus asked his disciples about what they had seen. “Who put in 
more?” is the implied question. The answer is obvious to anyone reading or watching – those who gave the 
greatest sums put in more! 
 
Jesus turns the tables on the obvious, teaching his disciples an important principle of giving. Giving is not 
measured by dollar amounts; giving is measured by how much we truly give of ourselves. Some who gave 
large sums offered out of their surplus gifts that they would never even miss. But what this widow offered 
meant the world to her, although it was just a penny. Her gift affected her life. Her seemingly small gift is the 
one Jesus singles out for praise. She put in more of herself than all the others. 
 
Commitments are not about equal gifts, but about an equal sense of sacrifice. Not everyone has the ability 
(resources) to make a multi-million dollar gift; but every person does have the ability and the opportunity to 
meaningfully invest themselves in what God is doing in our church. In terms of the commitment, rather than 
the amount, would God be honored if every person in this church made a sacrifice equal to my own? That is 
an important question for each of us to consider. 
 
Whether you imagine your financial gift to be “large” or “small,” stop…right now…trying to measure your 
pledge (in dollar terms) with what other people are able to do or not do. Put that kind of “measuring” away! 
Every gift from every person is immeasurably significant if that gift represents a meaningful commitment 
within the context of their blessings. This is the principle of “equal sacrifice, not equal giving.” 
 
 
 
PRAY: Lord, each and every gift makes a difference to my church. Teach me to give in ways that actually make 
a difference in my life and in the lives of others. Help me to examine my commitment in terms of how you 
have blessed me…not in terms of what I do not have or what others may do. 



Day 21 
“Giving an Acceptable Gift” 

 
 “For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according 
to what he does not have.” (2 Corinthians 8:12) 
 
One of the things that we struggle with in life is the almost daily challenge of playing the comparison game 
when it comes to our material possessions. Sometimes it’s called the “keeping up with the Jones” mentality. 
We see what others have, and what we don’t have, and immediately a spirit of jealousy and envy springs up 
within us if we’re not careful. The desire to have more and to live at a level that others live can cause us to 
overspend and go in extreme debt over things we cannot afford. It can also cause us to not value the material 
blessings that God has given us and to have a spirit of ingratitude. That can then lead us to resent being asked 
to sacrificially give to the church a tithe or more of our income on a regular basis and for sure giving to a 
capital campaign that is to be above our normal giving to the ministry budget. 
 
In this passage, Paul makes it clear when we have a willing heart to give (and our heart is where it all begins 
and ends) that whatever our gift is will be acceptable if we know that it is pleasing to God and is our best and 
coming from a heart that loves him in return for all He has done for us. 
 
Paul also makes it clear here that we should not base our level of giving on what others may or may not be 
doing. God is not asking us to give based on how He has blessed others, but only on how He has blessed us. 
For some of us, we are right where we need to be in our giving back to God through the Church. However, if 
the statistics are true from many leading Christian giving studies (and sadly I believe they are) that across the 
board the average church member is only giving around 3% of their income, then many of us are not giving at 
a level that is pleasing to God. This is a serious matter and is a matter of the heart. Can you imagine what it 
would be like in our church if every family was truly giving the minimum standard of at least a tithe (10%) of 
our income? Our ministry budget would be at least a million more than it is based on the income 
demographics of our area and we wouldn’t be concerned about reaching our goals for our “FOR SUCH A TIME 
AS THIS” capital campaign. 
 
So, don’t play the comparison game and wonder what others are giving based on their level of material 
blessings. Instead, ask yourself, “God, are you pleased with what I am giving based on how you have blessed 
me?” Some of us want to give more, but we are so in debt with things we have unwisely purchased and 
seeking to live at a lifestyle that is beyond our current means that there is very little room left for us to be 
faithful biblical givers. If that is your situation, then making some hard decisions on spending less and living at 
a lifestyle that will allow you to be pleasing to God in your giving is an important first step.  
 
 
PRAY:  Father, thank you for how you have blessed me and my family. Help me not to have an ungrateful 
    heart, but instead a heart of gratitude and thankfulness. Help me to look seriously at my current level of 
    giving and see if I am being faithful in giving at the level at which you have blessed me. Help me not to be 
    envious of others and what they have, but instead to be thankful and to give what is acceptable to You. 
 
ACTION STEPS:  Make a serious evaluation of your current giving level. Does it match up with what is taught in  
   God’s Word about a tithe as the beginning point. If not, what will you and your family need to do so that you 
   can begin to give a least at tithe and beyond. Remember, while this a matter of obedience, it is primarily a  
   matter of the heart. 



Day 22 
“Giving From a Heart of Gratitude” 

 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a  
 cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 
 
A capital campaign…giving above and beyond my giving to the Ministry Budget…sacrificial giving. Someone 
may describe such capital campaign giving in this way: “I know what that means…it means giving until it 
hurts!” 
 
Give until it hurts? Making a sacrifice actually means giving up something of meaningful value to you in order 
to give to someone that means even more to you. It is giving something you care about to something you love 
even more. The lasting effect of such giving should not be “hurt,” but rather the joy discovered in giving 
yourself to those things and people that are most important to you. 
 
Give until it hurts? Try giving until you discover some joy. The joy of making a difference in a God-given calling. 
The joy of aligning your life with God’s grace and will. The joy of a meaningful and purposefully committed life. 
The joy of doing your part along with a whole community of faithful people. The joy of helping to make 
miracles – large and small – happens. The joy of seeing people’s lives change because of seeds you planted 
and nurtured. The joy of glorifying God. 
 
Indeed, as Paul says to the church in Corinth, “you will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, 
which will produce thanksgiving to God.” (verse 11) 
 
Give until it hurts? No one is being asked to hurt in this campaign. If that is where you are heading, then you 
are going about this decision in the wrong spirit. Besides, giving until it hurts is far too easy. If you want a real 
challenge – and a blessing in your life – try giving in ways that mean so much to you that you discover joy in 
your commitment. 
 
 
 
PRAY: Lord, teach me greater joy and abundant thanksgiving in a meaningful, purposeful, committed life. 
 Help me to give as an act of love and appreciation for all you have done for me and to support my  
 church’s vision to reach unchurched families in Fairhope and the Eastern Shore. 



Day 23 
“Leaving a Spiritual Legacy: Part 1” 

   Deuteronomy 6:5-10 
“These commandments that I give to you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on 
your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when 
you lie down and    when you get up.” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7) 
 
There is something about becoming a grandparent that gives you a clear reminder of the importance of 
leaving a spiritual legacy. My grandparents on both sides were wonderful and I spent much time with them as 
I lived in the same community and attended church with one set of my grandparents all my growing up life 
and the other set only lived about 10 miles away. I had constant interaction with them and they had a lot of 
positive influence on my life spiritually and in other ways. 
 
Now that I have become a grandparent I have learned that it really is as good as I’ve always heard it would be, 
so some of you have a lot to look forward to! Another thing I am learning is the powerful influence we can 
have as parents and grandparents on our children and grandchildren. The world today is set up to cause our 
children and grandchildren to fail spiritually and we must take on the role of spiritual mentoring and leaving a 
spiritual legacy if we are going to help them overcome Satan’s schemes and the powerful influence of our 
culture.  
 
One way we can do that is by making growing as a disciple a priority in our own lives and then by modeling 
that our relationship with God and His Church is our most important priorities in life. You see, our little ones 
are watching us and what we do and what we live out before them is always stronger than what we say we 
believe is important. As someone once said, “Your walk talks and your talk walks, but your walk walks further 
than you talk talks!” In other words, our actions speak louder than our words over time. This is especially true 
when it comes our relationship with Jesus and how we treat our church life.  
 
Deuteronomy 6 and other passages in God’s Word make it clear that parents have the primary role in the 
spiritual training of their children. Dropping your kids off at church for someone else to give primary faith 
training is not what God designed. The Church does have an important role to play in assisting parents in 
helping shape children and teens spiritually, but cannot replace the powerful role that parents and 
grandparents have.  
 
I am so excited that as a grandparent I am going to get to see my grandchild grow up in the Preschool, 
Children’s and Student ministries of our church and I want to do my part in providing for her and for all 
children in our church and on the Eastern Shore the opportunity to have church facilities and ministries that 
say “We love you and have a place for you.” Our upcoming building and renovations project will give us the 
opportunity to say to this generation and the ones to come that just that. As you think about what you will 
give, I want to encourage you to pray about what God would have you give sacrificially to our “FOR SUCH A 
TIME AS THIS” campaign. Give knowing that God will use it to impact many children and teens for many years 
to come.  What a great spiritual legacy to leave behind! 
 
PRAY:  Lord, help me to take a Deuteronomy 6 approach in my role as a parent and grandparent. Help me to 
model before my children and / or grandchildren what it means to be a fully devoted follower of Jesus. Help 
me to prove my love for you by my faithful attendance, service and giving to my church. Lord, help me to 
know what to give to our capital campaign that will leave a spiritual legacy for my family. 
 



Day 24 
“Leaving a Spiritual Legacy – Part 2” 

 
 “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it 
upon the seas and established it upon the waters.” (Psalm 24:1-2) 
 
One of the things that God has been teaching me over the past few years is that everything I have now 
belongs to the Lord. I think most of us have probably come to that point in our walk as a disciple of Jesus. But 
what about when we die? What of our estate we will leave behind belongs to the Lord? If we truly believe that 
it ALL belongs to the Lord then we would also agree that not only a portion of the income God has blessed us 
with should be given back to Him, but we should also consider what He expects us to do with our estate when 
we pass from this life to Heaven one day (hopefully long from now!). 
 
Christian legacy giving groups like our Baptist Foundation of Alabama and PhilanthroCorp tell us that sadly the 
many Christians die without a will and the majority who do have a will do not leave anything in their estate to 
their church or other Christian ministries that have positively impacted their lives. Why is that? Why would we 
not want to leave a spiritual legacy to our church and other ministries we have supported while living so that 
God’s work can continue on even while we have passed? One reason may be that we have not truly 
understood that “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.” That includes not just our income we receive 
from our jobs and retirement that we tithe and give back, but all our investments, our house, the land we 
own, our material possessions…all of it. 
 
While we certainly want to leave something to our children, we should also seriously consider how we can 
leave behind part of our estate to further the ongoing ministries of our church and other great Christian 
ministries that are doing God’s work in the world. My wife and I did that a few years ago when we updated 
our will once our children were grown and out of college. Through the great work of the Baptist Foundation of 
Alabama and PhilanthroCorp, we found out how easy and inexpensive it was to update our will and to create 
and estate plan that would help our children and our Church and other ministries we support when we are 
gone. We have 2 children, so we basically treated our church and another ministry we strongly believe in as a 
third child. This is only one way you can approach legacy giving through your entire estate. 
 
We are being called on to give sacrificially and creatively through our “FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS” campaign to 
support our upcoming Preschool / Children’s Building and Renovations project…I pray you will do just that. I 
also want you to consider giving sacrificially and creatively beyond your life here on earth by creating an estate 
plan through our relationship with the Baptist Foundation of Alabama and PhilanthroCorp that will help you to 
leave a spiritual legacy that will follow you into Heaven. 
 
PRAY: Lord, help me to truly understand that all I have comes from you loving hands and belongs to You.  
 Remind me that you have blessed me to be a blessing both now and after You have called me home to 
 spend eternity with You. Make me more willing to bless others through my church. 
 
ACTION STEPS: Make a list of all the financial / material resources God has given you…house(s), land, stocks,  
 Jewelry, insurance policies, family heirlooms, etc. You might be surprised at your total wealth. If you 
 have not yet made a basic will or do not have a legacy estate plan that includes your church and other 
 Christian ministries, go to our church website and click on the “Leave a Legacy” button at the top to  
              find a wealth of free financial planning resources and how to contact PhilanthroCorp for estate  
              planning advice. 



Day 25 
“Let Someone Else Do It!” 

 
1 Timothy 6:17 – 19 
Commend them to do good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. (1 Timothy 6:18) 
 
 
If you’ve been in church for very long, then you’ve probably heard about the “80 / 20 Rule.” It goes like this: 
“80% of the work is done by 20% of the people and 80% of the money is given by 20% of the people.” I wish 
this weren’t true, but my experience tells me that it is unfortunately pretty spot on. It is a sad fact and it is 
unbiblical.  
 
When you heard about our “For Such a Time as This” campaign to raise funds to help pay for our upcoming 
Preschool/ Children’s Building and Renovations Project, was your first thought, “Well, that’s all fine and 
good…let someone else pay for it.” Maybe you can relate to this humorous obituary for Someone Else: 
 
 I know that all of you were saddened to learn this week of the death of one of our church’s most  
             valuable members…SOMEONE ELSE. 
 
            Someone’s passing created a vacancy that will be difficult to fill. Else has been with us for many years,  
            and for every one of those years, Someone did far more than the normal person’s share of the work. 
           Whenever leadership was mentioned, this wonderful person was looked to for inspiration as well as 
           results. Someone Else can work with that group. Whenever there was a job to do, a class to teach, or a  
           meeting to attend, one name was on everyone’s lips. “Let Someone Else do it.” It was common  
           knowledge that Someone Else was among the largest givers in the church. Whenever there was a  
           financial need, everyone just assumed that Someone Else would make up the difference. 
 
          Someone Else was a wonderful person, sometimes appearing superhuman, but a person can only do so 
          much. Were the truth known, everyone expected too much of Someone Else. Now Someone Else is gone. 
         We wonder what we are going to do. Someone Else left a wonderful example to follow, but who is going  
         to follow it? Who is going to do the things Someone Else did? Remember, we can’t depend on Someone 
         Else anymore. 
 
While the story of Someone Else is a humorous way of looking at the reality of giving and serving in a typical 
church, it is sad that so many followers of Christ have seemingly adopted this attitude when the Scriptures 
make it clear that supporting the mission of “going and making disciples” is a mandate for all those who claim 
the name of Jesus. 
 
So, which camp are you in when it comes to the “80 / 20 Rule?” Are you in the minority that is striving to 
please God with your time, talents and treasure? Or, are you in the majority that is allowing others to receive 
the blessing of God because they are generously using their time, talents, and treasure to serve others? 
 
 
PRAY: Lord, help me to not take the “Someone Else will do it” attitude when it comes to serving and giving to 
your kingdom work. Forgive me if I’m in the 80% part of the “80/20 Rule” and help me to find ways to be more 
generous in the giving of my finances and in the use of my time and talents to serve you through my church. 



Day 26 
      “No Excuses “ 

 
Luke 14:15 – 24 
 Come, for everything is ready now. But they all alike began to make excuses.  (Luke 14:17-18)  
 
 
How many possibilities are there for not participating in a capital campaign for a building project? Let me 
count the ways. The possibilities are almost endless! There are more than enough reasons to justify anyone. 
 
A modern parable might begin like this: 
  The kingdom of God is like a capital campaign. God gave His people a vision. “Come!” said God, “Take 
 your place prepared for you. Take up your part in my work. Everything is ready now. All of you are  
             invited to make a difference. When you take your place and take up you part, all will be blessed to 
             break bread in My kingdom.” But they all alike began to make excuses… 
 
The most important piece of a jigsaw puzzle is the piece that is missing. Every part is important to making  the 
Whole picture work. Synergy is a word best understood when divided. Ergo, is Greek for work, while the prefix 
Syn means working together. When merged, the words mean ‘working together.” However, there is more.  
Synergy is better defined to mean that the result accomplished is greater than the individual parts. Sports 
teams demonstrate the meaning synergy. Playing together makes them better than playing as individuals. 
However, even one team member failing to do his or her part can make everyone lose. Just like one musician 
Not in concert with the orchestra can ruin the music. 
 
A fighter jet was damaged and barely made a safe landing. The same plane was needed for a critical mission 
the next morning. A maintenance crew worked all night to make repairs. At dawn the pilot asked the 
mechanic if the plane was good to go. “Sir,” he replied, “If this plane does not complete its mission it will not 
be because of me.” 
 
Your participation in the mission of the church is unquestionably significant. No one can play your part but 
you. Others can only do their part. No one can make up for your part if you gift is not given because of some 
excuse. 
 
 
PRAY: Lord, when Your call challenges me, it is easy for me to excuse myself and hope that someone else will 
take care of it. Speak to my heart and compel me to respond to Your call and do what only I can do for this 
project. Help me not to make excuses, but instead to look for how I will be involved in the mission and vision 
of my church. 
 
 
 



Day 27 
“Our Model of Generous Giving” 

 
1 Corinthians 8:9-13 
For you know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. (1 Corinthians 8:8) 
 
 
There it is – the reason for, the model for, the example for our giving – in the grace and the sacrifice of Christ 
himself. 
 
The most familiar, and perhaps most important, words in the New Testament are found in John 3:16. “For God 
so loved…He gave…His only Son…that everyone who believes in Him…might have eternal life.” It becomes 
even more powerful when you place your own name in the verse in place of the words “the world” and 
“whosoever”. Reread John 3:16 and place your name in the verse. Doesn’t that feel good…to know that God 
loved you that much? 
 
God so loved…you…that He gave…His son…that you…might have eternal life. Now each of us knows what 
“sacrificial giving” truly means. In God’s heart, you were worth it. 
 
Has this church blessed and shaped and changed your life? Maybe you have never been a part of a capital 
campaign in this congregation. If that is true, then this church exists with the tools and the facilities to serve 
you in Christ’s name only because of the sacrifice and the gifts of others. For them, you were worth it. 
 
Maybe you have been a part of this church for a long time. If so, then maybe you have made sacrifices before 
as a part of other capital campaigns so that this church could minister to people in Christ’s name. If so, then 
you have seen the lives of many people change because of what you have given. Was it worth what you have 
given? You know it was worth it – and you know that this new commitment you are being asked to give will 
also be translated into stories of faith that you can scarcely imagine. You know it will be worth it. 
 
God gave…other people of faith have given…now it is time for your faithful, hopeful, joyful response. “Now 
finish doing this, so that your eagerness may be matched  by completing it according to your means. For if the 
eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has. (1 Corinthians 8”11-12) 
 
 
 
PRAY: Thank you Lord for the inexpressible grace You have given to me. Bless my gift, and use my gift to bless 
  others in Your name. Please use my gift to bring to faith in Jesus and make committed disciples who will in 
  turn help make more disciples. Please help me to leave a spiritual legacy for generations to come. 



Day 28 
“The Promise of Prayer” 

 
And I say to you, ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened to  you. (Luke 11:9) 
 
 
Most of us are good at the first baby step of prayer. It is easy to ask God to do something! Unfortunately, after 
the asking, we often think that we are finished; we think that since we have already asked, we are expected to 
do nothing more. 
 
The first step in any journey is critical. We do need to ask in order to receive. But asking is just the first step. It 
takes many more steps to continue a real journey of prayer. 
 
Jesus offers his disciples a model for such a prayer journey. Ask – yes, of course! But then seek. And finally, 
knock on the doors that you find. 
 
Seeking God’s will is much more work than simply asking; seeking takes time, attention, listening, looking, and 
searching. That journey of prayer will lead us far past asking, deep into new paths of seeking God’s way for our 
lives. Along those paths we will discover doorways – places where choices and decisions must be made. Do we 
have the courage and commitment to know on those doors? And when those new doorways are opened, will 
we step into a new way of life? 
 
Simply asking demands little of us. Seeking means searching for God’s will in our lives; and such seeking will 
undoubtedly change us – redirecting us in God’s way. Knocking on the doors that God would open to us may 
well lead us down paths that we never imagined! We do not know what God has in store for us when we begin 
such a journey, but one thing is certain – such a journey of prayer will change our lives. After all, changing us 
has always been the real power of prayer. 
 
 
 
PRAY: Lord, I seek Your will and Your way in my life. Lead me down Your paths for Your name’s sake. Open  
   new doors that I might find a new way of life. Help me to not be afraid to ask, but to truly seek You and  
   Your will as I step into the open doors that You give me. 



Day 29 
“Uncomfortable Talk?” 

 
Matthew 6:19-21 and Luke 19:1-9 
 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth…but lay up for yourselves treasure in heaven. 
For where your treasure is, there you heart will be also.   (Matthew 6:21) 
 
 
We tend to grow uncomfortable when the church talks about money. Why? Are decisions about how we live 
and how we use those resources unimportant? Is our faith supposed to be separate from our finances? Are 
not believing, and praying, and loving more important to our faith? 
 
A count of New Testament words will show that Jesus talks about money and giving more than believing, 
praying, or loving. Does that surprise you? 
 
Jesus knew that our treasures and our hearts are inseparably linked. For Him, talking about treasure was to 
reach more completely for the full allegiance of people’s hearts. Jesus knew that dealing with our treasures is 
one of those critical places where the rubber meets the road…where the practicality of our faith is 
tested…where what we say we believe becomes tangible and real. 
 
Remember the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19? We have no idea what happened between Jesus and Zacchaeus 
other than they had dinner together. But we do know that Jesus reached and dramatically changed that 
person’s heart. How do we know that? Follow the money! Look at what happened with Zacchaeus’ treasure. 
Half of what he possessed he gave immediately. Every wrong he set himself to make right. Seeing where the 
treasure went, Jesus exclaims, “Today salvation has come to this house!” 
 
Maybe we are uncomfortable with talk about money because that conversation is getting awfully close to the 
heart of our faith. Maybe we are uncomfortable with talk about our treasures because we have fears about 
our financial future and whether God will truly meet our needs as He has promised. Maybe we are 
uncomfortable with talk about money because we are not currently being obedient in the area of our giving 
back to God through the local church. 
 
 
 
PRAY:  Lord, teach me to love You with all my heart…with all my life…with all my material possessions and 
finances. Help me to realize that You are concerned with my possessions and finances and want me to grow in 
my faith in this critical area of becoming a more mature disciple.  



Day 30 
“You Can Take it With You!”   

Matthew 6:19-34 
For where you heart is, there your treasure will be.  (Matthew 6:21) 
 
You’ve probably heard the old saying about money and material possessions when we die, “You can’t take it 
with you.” Another saying is, “You’ve never seen a U-Haul behind a hearse.” While these two pithy sayings do 
remind us of the reality of our money and earthly possessions, the Scriptures also teach us that we “can send 
it on ahead” of us. 
 
The Bible has a lot to say about our heart and where we place our focus and affections. If our heart is mainly 
focused on earthly things and our life here in the present, then the two previous sayings hold true. However, if 
our heart is primarily focused on spiritual things and our eternal destination, then we truly can “send it on 
ahead.” You see the things that we use for the spread of God’s kingdom both now and after we pass will be 
waiting on us in Heaven in the faces of people whose eternity has been changed because we were a generous 
giver. What a wonderful thought to think that we will be able to hear stories from people we will never meet 
in this life who are in Heaven simply because we had a heart to give generously and used our time and talents 
to serve God because we had an eternal heavenly focus. 
 
Our “FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS” campaign forces us to evaluate where our heart is in terms of earthly and 
heavenly things and in material and spiritual terms. We all need a wakeup call from time to time when it 
comes to our finances and material possessions and how we use them. We can either spend them on 
ourselves and our family for our own good pleasure; or, we can INVEST them in God’s kingdom work that will 
result in eternal blessings and changed lives. 
 
The rest of this passage makes it clear that when it comes to our money and material possessions we will 
either serve God or Money, but we can’t serve both. When God forgives our sins and changes our heart for 
eternity, it leads us to want to please Him in all areas of our life…including our finances. If our heart is focused 
on heavenly things and in doing God’s kingdom work, then our focal passage makes it clear that our finances 
will be given back to Him through the church to make kingdom impact. Our finances, talents and time will 
follow our heart’s focus. Where is your heart focused? 
 
 
 
PRAY: Father, help me to have the same outlook on my material possessions and finances that you do…that  
   You own it all and give it to me to use for your kingdom work and glory. Help my heart to be focused on  
   eternal things, not just on what I experience here on earth. Help me to look at how I can send more of my 
   possessions on ahead of me to heaven by investing in the work of our church. Help my treasure to follow my 
   heart of love for You and what You love most…people. 
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